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Paintings are of Ashland retirement facilitj,_r residents  °
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poriralis gince January, viditing the

Gl gave Meyer a towr
of the fcility and Meyer
decided the sunroom, with
its windaws and ample
space, was the ideal spat
for the portraits.

"I's great practice (a7 us,
having a live model,”
Meyver sadd. "It makes our
skills 50 muech betier. You
i fiy A WA b much
wio've grosa, jusl becaose
you're weorkingr Trom life,®

AR first, LRIy ool The resge
dents were hesitant to sign
up. But once they saw their
more inlr-:-pi-l |x'|'r.~\.' 3:ﬂi1|l-
ngs, they were sager (o
have their own likenesses
depicted,

“1 think we all bove pa_inl-
ing people,” Jennings said.
“But this became a real
pleasant surprise or trea-
sure gt the end when we
god to know the residents®

Thaugh the men weren't
as keen on mosdeling during
this first go-rounc, Weswver
said one man has since
asked to b aopart of the

Fram left, artists Karen Jennlngs, Terrl Meyar and
Sharon Weaver install an exhiblt of portraits,
featuring residents of the Kingston of Ashland, on
display through Dec. 30 in the retirement facilitys
SLUNFoom,

project when the artisis re-
turn next year.

“It's naot that it was unex-

pected, bl it was so nice
andd bovely getting to talk
with them and seeing the
excitement thiy had,”
Weaver said, “There was a
waiting sk to sign up for
VLT s,

The artists feed unigue
challenges in working with

senior citizens, Due Lo vari-
ok lnesses, some of them
strugeded o sit still for long
pericds, Meyer sald. In
those cases, the artists gave
thedir subjects frequent
breaks and would take ref-
erence phatos, i needed,
The artists only used the
photos as a last resort, to
keep the depictions as natu-
ral as posaible, Meyer said.

mﬁ for I I'hi:l'li.:.

The experience benefit-
ted the residents as muech
a3 the painters,

“While I sat there for the
painting, people stopped by
and watched i1," resident
Wesa Marlin sadd. Tt was
enjoyahle Lo talk to visitors
during that time, The
painters knew thelr ondons,”

The social aspect of the
project was as valuable as
the art it produced

“It's a wery rich expeni
ence to be able to go in and
pruake fricmds,” Meyer said,
“Every time [ go i, | know
all their names now, 195 ke
a big farndly. And [ guess 1
never realized what & nurs
ing home was [Te until [
went there, and it gave me 3
todally different perspective
an the relationships, Be-
cause theres a bot of nel-
warking betwesn people,
there are friendships that
develog and friendships
with the staff. And it's really

A mice coermenity.”



